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SSU at a glance 
The resources of a University ... 
6,000 students from 43 states and 29 foreign countries 
29 undergraduate and 7 graduate programs 
200 full-time tenure-track faculty, 85 percent with terminal degrees, including National 
Endowment for the Humanities scholars and Fulbright professors. 
NCAA Division III Athletics, 9 men’s, 10 women's intercollegiate teams; 22 intramural 
sports 


.» With small-school opportunities. 

Approachable faculty (17:1 student/faculty ratio) 

Honors program with dedicated faculty at the Bellavance Honors Center. Ten residence 
complexes including traditional, co-ed, suite and apartment styles. 


The security of state support ... 

1997-98 tuition, room, board and fees: $8,952 per year for Maryland residents; $12,704 
per year out-of-state. 

A library with over 800,000 volumes, periodicals, microforms and databases including 
word processing and computer labs. Access to collections throughout the country. 


.. With the benefits of private funding. 

Altogether, SSU awards nearly $750,000 in academic scholarships each year. More than 
$16 million in private endowments supports some of those scholarships and provides for 
some of the finest educational programs. 


In an ideal—and idyllic—location: 
Salisbury, MD, is 30 miles west of the 
Atlantic Ocean and Ocean City, MD, 
and 20 miles east of the Chesapeake Bay; 
2 hours from Baltimore, Washington, 
D.C. and Wilmington, DE. The campus 
is 2 1/2 hours from Norfolk, VA, and 
Philadelphia, PA, and 4 1/2 hours from 
New York. 


Come see us—in person, or in 
cyberspace. We'd love to see your 
smiling face, but if you can't get here, 
check out our Web site. 

We're at http://www.ssu.edu. 


SSU’s campus is in an attractive, 
residential neighborhood of stately 
homes on sculpted lawns, less than one- 
half mile from the banks of the 
Wicomico River. The campus includes 
34 buildings on 125 landscaped acres. 
Students walk from one end of campus to 
the other in about 5 minutes. 


Head Coach Deane Deshon 


Now in his 34th season at Salisbury 
State University, Head Coach Deane 
Deshon has announced that he is 
stepping down following the 1997 
season. Deshon enters his final 
season with a 530-431-12 record and 
ranks 13th among active NCAA 
Division Ill coaches in victories. 


“This wasn’t a difficult decision,” said 
Deshon. “Everything has its time and mine has come. 
By the end of this season, I'll have been involved in 
close to 1,000 ballgames.” 


Deshon has guided his teams to winning records in 21 
seasons, including 15 of the last 21 years, and his 
teams have averaged 18 wins per season since 1976. 
Salisbury State won the Capital Athletic Conference 
Championship in 1995 en route to a 22-15 campaign 
which also saw the veteran skipper honored as the 
CAC Coach of the Year. Deshon reached a unique 
milestone among active coaches that season when he 
won his 500th career game. 


Prior to joining the CAC in 1994, the Sea Gulls 
captured the Eastern States Athletic Conference 
Championship four times in seven years before the 
conference ceased operations in 1993. 


SSU has visited the NCAA Tournament five times since 
1977, and appeared in the NAIA District Champion- 
ships four times, 1969-72. Deshon’s most successful 
squad may have been the 1977 team, which finished 
33-11 and placed third in the NCAA Regionals. 
Deshon was honored as the NCAA Division III Coach 
of the Year that season. 


“\'ve been fortunate that I’ve done exactly what | 
wanted to do,” said Deshon. “My goal wasn’t neces- 
sarily to win the national championship. My goal was 
to get up each morning and do the best | could. I have 
no regrets.” 


Deshon received bachelor’s degrees from Maine 
Maritime and the University of Maine, and has a 
master’s from the University of Maryland. He also 
served as co-captain of the 1960 University of Maine 
baseball team. 


Coach Deshon’s Milestone Wins 


#1 March 23, 1964 SSU 6, Barrington (RI) College 5 
#100 April 24,1973 SSU 7, Eastern (PA) College 2 
#200 March 28, 1978 SSU 7, Springfield (MA) College 4 
#300 May 8, 1982 SSU 7, York (PA) College 2 
#400 April 6, 1988 SSU 13, Christopher Newport (VA) 3 
#450 March 18, 1992 SSU 4, St. Mary’s (MD) College 1 
#500 April 4, 1995 SSU 6, Catholic University 5 


Assistant Coaches 
Robb Disbennett 


Now in his 
fourth season 
as Deshon’s 
assistant, Robb 
Disbennett is 
no stranger to 
Salisbury State 
University 
athletics. The District Heights, 
MD, native was a talented 
multi-sport prep ballplayer 
who was recruited by Deshon 
but chose to bypass college 
baseball. He subsequently 
became an all-American 
quarter-back for the Sea Gulls. 


The 1986 SSU graduate is 
considered to be SSU’s 
assistant head coach. In 
addition to coordinating 
recruiting and assisting in the 
planning of daily practices, 
Disbennett serves as the 
infield and conditioning coach 
and mans the first-base 
coaching box during games. A 
member of the SSU Athletics 
Hall of Fame, Disbennett also 
serves as an assistant coach 
for the Sea Gull football team 
and teaches in SSU’s 
Department of Physical 
Education. 


Mark Heiser 
A three-year 
letterwinner as 
a starting 
pitcher at 
Coastal 
Carolina 
University, 
Mark Heiser 
returns for his second season 
as a Sea Gull assistant, with 
the primary duty as the team’s 
pitching coach. Heiser, from 
Fairfax, VA, compiled a 21-14 
career record at Coastal 
Carolina and played on three 
Big South Conference 
championship squads, The 
Chants also advanced to the 
NCAA Regionals three times. 


In addition to his baseball 
duties, Heiser serves as a full- 
time facility supervisor in 
SSU's Maggs Physical 
Activities Center. Heiser’s wife, 
Kristin, is sister of Anaheim 
Ducks goalie Guy Hebert. 


1997 Season Outlook 


Coming off back-to-back 20-win seasons, the Salisbury State University baseball team is 
poised for another successful campaign in 1997 as the Deane Deshon era comes to an 
end. The veteran skipper has announced that this season, his 34th with the Sea Gulls, will 
be his last. And with 14 returning letterwinners, including last season’s top six hitters all 
back, Deshon’s final spring could become one to remember. 


“It would be nice to return to the NCAA Regionals,” said Deshon, who has piloted five 
previous teams to the national tournament. “| would think we need to win 28 to 30 games, 
but that’s a realistic goal, even with the difficult schedule that we face.” 


Pitching—Six returnees, including two starters, are back to lead the mound corp. Senior 
Colin Faherty (5-2, 1.67 ERA) will likely be the number one starter. He tied for team-high 
honors in wins last year while posting the lowest earned run average in the Capital Athletic 
Conference, Senior Jeff Wilson (3-4, 2.88) is likely to join Faherty in the starting rotation, 
although he has battled early season arm problems. Senior Keith Zukowski (2-0, 3.16) will 
be utilized in both long and short relief. Senior lefthander Chris Yagesh (5-2, 4.70) will 
work primarily out of the bullpen. Brothers Chris and Nick Barulic are both slated for 
middle relief. 


Among the newcomers, junior transfer Tom Rey appears to have won a spot in the starting 
rotation. Senior lefthander Scott Jacob is also likely to be called on as a starter. Jacob will 
double as the everyday first baseman when he is not pitching. Junior Scott Parker, a 
regular in the infield last year, is scheduled to see duty as a short reliever this season. Two 
freshmen—Jason Baynard and Derek Loosararian—have impressed Deshon in preseason 
workouts and should see action out of the bullpen. 


“This staff is not much different than last year’s,” said Deshon. “Most of the guys who really 
contributed are back again. Faherty should give us some quality innings and Wilson is a 
solid pitcher if his arm is healthy.” 


Infield—Senior catcher Bill Ewe and junior third baseman Dave Westervelt are the only 
players returning to the same spot they occupied at season’s end. Ewe, a three-year starter, 
hopes to rebound from a sluggish offensive year and return to the form he displayed as a 
sophomore, when he led the Gulls with a .388 average. Westervelt finished second on the 
team with a .325 average last year and tied for the team lead in doubles (10) and home 
runs (3). Junior Chris Lloyd, a transfer from Anne Arundel JC, inherits the shortstop position 
vacated by three-year starter Damon Garrison. Junior Jeff Purgason, who hit .309 in a 
utility role last year, will be the everyday second baseman. Jacob will man first base when 
he’s not pitching, with Parker and sophomore Brian Burden (.245) also available. Junior 
Cable Miller (.313), the left-handed DH, can also play third base. Freshman Tim Hilyard 
will fill the utility role and junior Chris Vaccaro will be the backup catcher. 


“| expect a big year from Westervelt,” said Deshon. “He could be outstanding. And it 
wouldn't surprise me if Ewe hit over .400 this year. He has changed his stance and his form 
at the plate is better than ever. Purgason has also improved and we're counting on some 
Heil from Lloyd at shortstop. We want to be solid and make all the basic plays in the 
infield.” 


Outfield—Sophomore Scott Hall and senior Matt Criscimagna are the top two returnees 
in the outfield. Hall, who will play leftfield, is coming off a superb freshman season in 
which he led the Gulls with a .341 average and 28 RBI. Criscimagna, who plays right, hit 
.313 and had the best slugging percentage on the team last year at .590. He tied 
Westervelt for the team lead in doubles (10) and home runs (3) while also leading the club 
in triples with two. The centerfield position will likely be filled by either junior Matt 
Morraye or freshman Dane Schriver. Morraye is a transfer from Mt. St. Mary’s, while 
Schriver is adjusting to a new position after playing the infield throughout his high school 
career. Sophomore newcomer Mike Perhach will likely see spot duty in both left and right. 


“We had a productive season from all of our outfielders last year,” said Deshon, “but I’m 
hoping it will be even more productive this season. Hall was our leading hitter and 
Criscimagna is a strong guy with some pretty good pop. In centerfield, the guy who hits 
better will be the one in the lineup.” 


The Schedule—The Sea Gulls face a formidable schedule again in 1997, playing against 
many of the top teams in the East and South regions. Key non-conference games against 
South region opponents include North Carolina Wesleyan, Methodist, Chowan and 
Virginia Wesleyan. The Gulls also face out-of-region games against Rowan, Albright, Eastern 
Connecticut and College of New Jersey. York is the defending Capital Athletic Conference 
champion, while Mary Washington will also be one of the top challengers for the CAC title. 


The Gulls will play in the Hall of Fame Tournament in Cooperstown, NY, this year, in 
addition to hosting their own SSU Invitational on the last weekend of the regular season. 


“Our conference has gotten more competitive each year,” said Deshon. “I think York is 
probably the team to beat once again, although Mary Washington is right there too. St. 
Mary’s and Catholic are also solid ballclubs.” 


General Outlook—“There are a couple of nice things in the schedule for my final season 
that I’m excited about,” said Coach Deshon. “I think the Hall of Fame Tournament in 
Cooperstown will be a nice trip to finish up with. I’m also hoping that we'll be able to play 
part of our own tournament in Perdue Stadium, which would be a classy touch. 


“\t would be nice to win the CAC championship again, and it would be a significant 
accomplishment if we can return to the NCAA Tournament. There are some unknown 
variables on this year’s team, especially among the freshmen. But | believe we'll have a 


very competitive ballclub.” 


Quick Facts 


Location .... Salisbury, MD 
Founded... reer ees) 
Enrollment «6,000 
President ... Dr. William C. Merwin 


Maroon & Gold 


Nickname .. Sea Gulls 
Affiliation .. NCAA Division lil 
Conference... Capital Athletic (CAC) 
Home Field... Sea Gull Field 
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Robb Disbennett, Mark Heiser 


Matt Criscimagna, Bill Ewe, Jeff Purgason 
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19 
20 
21 

23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
30 
31 

32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 


No. 


Name 

Matt Morraye 
Scott Parker 
Brian Burden 
Derek Loosararian 
Tom Rey 

Chris Barulic 
Keith Zukowski 
Dane Schriver 
Jason Baynard 
Matt Criscimagna 
Nick Barulic 
Chris Lloyd 
Chris Vaccaro 
Scott Jacob 
Cable Miller 
Mike Perhach 
Tim Hilyard 

Bill Ewe 

Jeff Wilson 
Scott Hall 

Jeff Purgason 
Colin Faherty 
Chris Yagesh 
Dave Westervelt 
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Wet 
160 
219 
203 
191 
166 
155 
147 
177 
183 
201 
150 
199 
256 
187 
220 
205 
140 
162 
189 
192 
155 
214 
217 
226 
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Hometown 
Glenwood, MD 


Egg Harbor Township, NJ 


Gambrills, MD 
Gambrills, MD 
College Park, MD 
Seaside Park, NJ 
Greenbelt, MD 
Easton, MD 
Trappe, MD 
Annapolis, MD 
Seaside Park, NJ 
Delmar, MD 
Stamford, CT 
Temperanceville, VA 
Joppa, MD 
Adelphi, MD 

Bel Air, MD 
Pitman, NJ 
Linwood, NJ 
Wayne, PA 
Preston, MD 
Ringoes, NJ 
Gaithersburg, MD 
Bel Air, MD 


High School 
Glenelg 

Egg Harbor Twp 
Arundel 
Arundel 
Parkdale 

Central Regional 
Roosevelt 
Easton 

Easton 
Annapolis 
Central Regional 
Delmar 
Stamford 
Acadia 
Joppatowne 
DeMatha 

C. Milton Wright 
Pitman 
Mainland 
Conestoga 

Col. Richardson 
Hunterdon Central 
Quince Orchard 
John Carroll 
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Players to Watch 
MATT CRISCIMAGNA SCOTT HALL 
« Senior Sophomore 
f Outfielder Outfielder 
Annapolis, MD Wayne, PA 


Returns as the starting 

rightfielder in 1997 after enjoy- 

ing a very productive junior 
season...Finished with a .313 batting average and 
a .590 slugging percentage, best on the 
team...Tied for the team lead in doubles, with 
10, and home runs, with three...Also led the 
Gulls with two triples and finished second in 
runs scored, with 19...Received the Delmarva 
Shorebirds’ Collegiate Scholar-Athlete Award in 
1997...A consistent player who also hit .309 in 
1995, 


BILL EWE 

Senior 

Catcher 

Pitman, NJ 

A three-year starter who will 
once again handle the bulk of 
the catching duties in 1997...A 
vocal team leader who is serving as team cap- 
tain for the third straight year...Looking to re- 
bound from a sluggish season offensively in 
1996, when he hit .189...A first team all-confer- 
ence selectee in 1995 after leading the team 
with a .388 batting average...Also finished 
among the conference leaders in hits (40) and 
walks (23) that season. 


COLIN FAHERTY 
Senior 
t Pitcher 
™ Ringoes, NJ 

SSU’s top winner last year with 

a 5-2 record...Named to the all- 

conference second team and 
also earned honorable mention all-South Region 
status...He was the CAC’s earned run champion 
in 1996, finishing with an outstanding 1.67 
ERA...Allowed just 10 earned runs in over 53 
innings of work...Made eight starts last season 
with three complete games...Posted his only 
shutout of the year with a 1-0 three-hitter against 
Wesley...Will be one of the team’s top starters 
again in 1997. 


Made an immediate impact as 
a freshman in 1996 while fin- 
ishing as the team’s top 
hitter...Posted a .341 batting average and led 
the Gulls in hits (41) and RBI (28)...Finished 
third on the team with eight doubles...Earned 
honorable mention all-South Region 
accolades...Also named to all-conference sec- 
ond team...Played in all 36 games and struck 
out just three times in 120 at-bats...Finished 
the year ranked 13th in the nation in toughest 
to strike out category...Enters the ‘97 season 
as the everyday leftfielder. 


CABLE MILLER 

Junior 

Third Base/DH 

Joppa, MD 

Begins the season as the 
backup third baseman, but will 
likely see full-time duty as the 
team’s primary lefthanded designated hitter...A 
pure hitter with a smooth stroke and good dis- 
cipline at the plate...Finished with a .313 bat- 
ting average in 1996 after compiling a .376 
mark in 1995...Finished second on the team 
in doubles (9) and third in runs (17) last 
season...Has 76 hits and 110 total bases in 219 
at-bats over two seasons...Will be one of the 
team’s key offensive producers again in 1997. 


) DAVID WESTERVELT 

Junior 

Third Base 

Bel Air, MD 

A two-year starter who has 
played in 72 of 73 games dur- 
ing the past two seasons...Has 
produced two strong seasons since joining the 
Sea Gull program...Finished with a .345 bat- 
ting average in 1995 and a .325 mark in 
1996...Tied for the team lead last spring in 
doubles, with 10, and home runs, with 
three...Also led the club in runs scored (26) 
and total bases (58)...Begins his junior season 
with 79 career hits, 49 RBI and 48 runs scored. 


Sea Gull Recordbook 
Season Records — Hitting 
At-Bats 166 Joe Frisbee 1977 
Runs 54 Jay Wilson 1985 
Hits 68 Jesse Plummer 1977 
Average 475 Bruce Matthews 1988 
Total Bases 97 Robin Knight 1976 
Doubles 19 Bryan Perry 1978 
Triples 6 Jesse Plummer 1977 
Home Runs 10 Robin Knight 1976 
RBI 52 Jay Wilson 1985 
Walks 39 Dave Funk 1977 
Stolen Bases 42 Mike Shockley 1990 
Season Records — Pitching 
Wins 12 Brian Brushe 1977 
Appearances 21 jim Whaley 1978 
Most Innings 99 Brian Brushe 1977 
ERA 1.67 Colin Faherty 1981 
Winning Pct. .916 Bruce Lane (11-1) 1976 
Career Records — Hitting 
At-Bats 555 Dave Funk 1976-79 
Runs 147 Dave Funk 1976-79 
Hits 199 Dave Funk 1976-79 
Average 420. Bruce Matthews 1985-88 
Total Bases 284 Dave Funk 1976-79 
Doubles 47 Bryan Perry 1975-78 
Triples 11 Jesse Plummer 1975-77 
Home Runs 21 Robin Knight 1975-78 
Jeff Brubaker 1981-84 
RBI 129 Robin Knight 1975-78 
Walks 90 Dave Funk 1976-79 
Stolen Bases 125 Chuck Hebron 1978-81 
Career Records — Pitching 
Wins 28 Wyatt Kerley 1976-79 
Most Innings 302 Brian Brushe 1975-78 
Strikeouts 322 Phil Briggs 1966-69 


Cover Photo Caption 
The 1997 team captains pictured with head coach Deane Deshon. Standing left 
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Baseball MVPs 

(Since 1974) 

1974 Tom Torillo 

1975 Bryan Perry 

1976 Robin Knight/ 
Bruce Lane 

1977 Jesse Plummer 

1978 Bryan Perry 

1979 Dave Funk 

1980 Tom Krahling 

1981 Al Stewart 

1982 John Massey 

1983 Dwayne Nicomdmus 

1984 John Massey 

1985 Jay Wilson 

1986 —_ Rob Lippy 

1987 = Devin Warwick 

1988 — Bruce Matthews 

1989 = Mark Perry 

1990 ~~ Mike Shockley 

1991 John Hershberger 

1992 Brad Rickards 

1993 Brian Hollamon 

1994 Pat Fachet 

1995 —_ Brian McClellan 

1996 —_ Colin Faherty 


to right, Jeff Purgason, Coach Deshon and Matt Criscimagna. Kneeling is Bill Ewe. 


Day 
Wed. 
Sat. 
Sun. 
Wed. 
Sat. 

Sun. 
Tue. 
Thur. 
Sat./Sun. 


Wed. 
Sat. 
Sun. 
Mon, 
Tue. 
Wed. 
Thur. 
Sat. 
Sun. 
Wed. 
Sat. 
Sun. 
Tue. 
Sat. 
Mon. 
Tue. 


Tue. 
Sat./Sun. 


Fri./Sat. 


Thurs.-Sun. 


Date 

Feb. 26 
March 1 
March 2 
March 5 
March 8 
March 9 
March 11 
March 13 
March 15/16 


March 19 
March 22 
March 23 
March 24 
March 25 
March 26 
April 3 
April 5 
April 6 
April 9 
April 12 
April 13 
April 15 
April 19 
April 21 
April 22 
April 24-27 
April 29 
May 3/4 


May 9/10 


Opponent 
Christopher Newport 
RUTGERS-CAMDEN 

* ST. MARY'S 
College of New Jersey 

" YORK 

* Gallaudet (2) 

* CATHOLIC 
WILMINGTON 
TRI-STATE TOURNAMENT 
(Eastern Connecticut/ 
Old Westbury) 
WESLEY 

* MARY WASHINGTON (2) 
Virginia Wesleyan 
Chowan 
North Carolina Wesleyan 
Randolph-Macon 

* Catholic 
Wilmington 
ALLENTOWN(2) 

* St. Mary's 
FROSTBURG STATE(2) 
CHRISTOPHER NEWPORT 
VIRGINIA WESLEYAN 

* York 
Wesley 
ROWAN 
CAC Tournament 
Rutgers-Camden 
Cooperstown Hall of Fame 
Tournament (Hartwick, 
Albany, Salem) 


1997 Sea Gull Schedule 
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GULL CLASSIC TOURNAMENT H 


(Methodist, Maryville, Albright) 


* Capital Athletic Conference Game 


Site 

Newport News, VA 
SALISBURY 
SALISBURY 
Trenton, NJ 
SALISBURY 
Washington, D.C. 
SALISBURY 
SALISBURY 
SALISBURY 


SALISBURY 
SALISBURY 
Virginia Beach, VA 
Murfreesboro, NC 
Rocky Mount, NC 
Ashland, VA 
Washington, D.C. 
New Castle, DE 
SALISBURY 

St. Mary’s City, MD 
SALISBURY 
SALISBURY 
SALISBURY 

York, PA 

Dover, DE 
SALISBURY 

TBA 

Camden, NJ 
Cooperstown, NY 


SALISBURY 


Time 


3:00 
1:00 
1:00 
3:00 
1:00 
12:30 
3:00 
3:00 
TBA 


TBA 


SSU’s Athletics Philosophy 


alisbury State University, a member of the National Collegiate Athletic 

Association's (NCAA) Division III, offers 19 intercollegiate sports for men and 

women. In addition to NCAA membership, SSU competes as a member of the 
Capital Athletic Conference (CAC) and the Eastern College Athletic Conference 
(ECAC). 


As a member of the NCAA's Division III, Salisbury State places the highest priority on 
the overall quality of the educational experience. In doing so, it seeks to strengthen the 
integration of objectives and programs in athletics with academic and developmental 
objectives, and to assure the integration of athletes with other students. 


SSU places special importance on the impact of athletics on the participants, with 
emphasis on the internal constituency (students, alumni and special friends) rather than 
on the general public and its entertainment needs. 


The SSU athletics program is further characterized by the following principles: 


* Participants receive the same treatment as other students. They have no unique 
privileges in admission, academic advising, course selection, grading, living 
accommodations or financial aid. Similarly, athletes are not denied rights and 
opportunities that would be available to them as non-athletes. 


* Sports for men and women are given equal emphasis and the desired quality of 
competition is similar in all sports. 


* Students are supported in their efforts to reach high levels of performance by 
providing them with adequate facilities, competent coaching and appropriate 
competitive opportunities with students from similar institutions. 


* SSU strives to make the student-athlete’s participation in intercollegiate athletics 
an enriching experience, and holds genuine concern for each participant's 
welfare. The intercollegiate program's foremost goal at all times is to supplement 
and enrich the first priority of the University, which is academic accomplishment. 
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